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January 10, 2003

The Honerable Rundy Cunningham
Congressman, 51% District

G613 West Valley Parkway, Suie 320
Lscondide, CA 92025

Subject:  SR-56 I-5 Connectors

Dear Congrassman Cunningham:

Onge of the greatese challenges facing the Carmel Valley community is the
growing lraffic congestion along the Interstate 5 (I-5) north-south corridor
and om our logal streets, Inereascs o the oumber businesses snd
residential growth in Carmel Valley und (he surounding urea continue to
contribute 1o this congestion.

Oxne transporeation project thar will help reduce congestion is tha
completion of the nuddle section of Suati: Roule 36 (SIR-56). SR-56,
which is scheduled to open in the summer of 2004, will help relieve
congestion on both -5 and in our community. Although the middle
secticn of SR-56 will he completed. this impartant sast-west freeway wil)
notl be complete at the [-5/5R-56 interchange because funds have not yet
been identilied to build the west-to-porth and south-to-gast connectors.
Without these two coinectors, communters heading west on SB-56 to 1-3
north or existing I-5 south heading ¢ast on SR-36 will be diverted to Jocal
streets, adding ro congestion in Carmel Valley and on I-5,

The San Dicgo Associalion of Governments recenlly issued irs draft
MOBILITY 2030 Regional Transporiation Plan (RTP) which includes
funding for the lwo missing connectars, but the earliest the comipletion
date would be 2014, and that completion date could come as late ag 2020,

The primary north-south highway link for Carmel Valley residents is [-3,
and these rexidents will be further encumbered by the increased local
tralfic that is generated hy 4 completed SR-56 freeway.  This additional
traiTie will inereuse the likelibood of (mile accidents amd excessive
vongestion und wear-and-lear on local sireers i Carmel Valley due to the
additional conuerater and heavy truek rafie.

As part of the Carmel Valley community, the San Lhego Jewish Academy
draws its studenls and fseulty from our local community as well as
throughout San [hege. Since our school takes access from SR-56, our
paretis, staff and students will be directly impacted by the additional
congestion that will result from the fatlure to construct these important
freeway connectors.

Al our Cobgressional representative, we utye vou to work for the
necedsary tederal funding w complete the conneetors which will benefit
the residents and businesses in Carmel Valley as well ag the ather
communities located along the I-5 corridor in north San Disge Coumnry.
We appreciale your conlinued efforts to ensure the completion of this
importam regional Imnsportslion project.

ancercly,

Larry Achenkel
Exceulive Director
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