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Councilman’s Corner

Funding the SR56 connectors

By Scott Peters, District One City
Councilman '
Early in 2001, Mayor Murphy
created the Freeway Congestion
Strike Teawmn, bringing together
officials and engineers from the
city, county, CalTrans, San Diego
Association of Governments
{("SANDAG")
N and other
agencies to
work toward
solving the
traffic  con-
gestion prob-
lems that
affect 80
many  San
Biegans
every day. A
major priority
for the Strike Team, of which 1 am
a member, is to keep the construc-
tion of State Route 56 on schedule
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for opening in July 2004.

This critical east-west linkage
is long overdue. Unfortunately, it’s
clear that the improvement will
also result in a particular burden on
Carmiel Valiey residents because of
CalTrans' refusal to include north-
ern connector ramps to the k5
freeway. At the time of the origi-
nal SR56 design, CalTrans stated
that its traffic projections showed
no need for these connectors.
However, the effect of not having
direct connector ramps would like-
fy be cars leaving SR36 to roam
through Carmel Valey neighbor-
hood streets to get to I-5 from Del
Mar Heights Road or even Via de
le Valle. So when the city started
pushing for the completion of 56, 1
pushed the city to get CalTrans to
build the whole freeway, including
the ramps. As a result, the Free-
way Congestion Strike Team has
made it a priority of the San Diego
region to find the funding neces-
sary 1o build the missing freeway
connectors on SR 56 and I.3.

In December, 2000, CalTrans
issued a "Project Study Repont”
that defined the potential connec-
tions for State Route 56 with I-5;

any viable, lower cost alternatives
that would meet the project’s
needs, purpose and functional
reguirements. The team included
cominunity members, city, Cal-
Trans, and SANDAG staff, and
met for 10 months. Their report
recommended  initiating  the
required environmental review for
making the connections in three
phases. By the end of this process
CalTrans admitted that its updated
traffic projections showed that the
northbound connectors were need-
ed and also conceded that a phased
plan would be acceptable to them.

Conceptually the phasing
could be as foliows. Phase I would
improve city streets by adding fumn
lanes and implementing signal im-
ing and coordination, and tmprove
operations on eastbound Carmel
Valtey road to permit an improved
flow of southbound to eastbound
traffic. Phase 1 would also include
operational improvements on I-5
and SR 56 by widening off and on
ramps where feasible. Phase H
would construct the proposed
westbound SR 56 to northbound 1-
5 connector and add auxiliary lanes
on I-5 from Carmel Valley Road to
Del Mar Heights Road.  Finally,

Phase 1T wouald construct the pro-
posed southbound I-5 1o eastbound
SR 56 connector when appropriate.
The team appreciated that the con-
struction could take place in stages,
but they wanted the planning and
environmental review for this pro-
ject to be comprehensive,
Unfortunately, it was clear to
me and to the value analysis tearn
that these improvements were not
high priorities to CalTrans, and that
CaiTrans would not provide anay
momentum or leadership for them,

Afier gaining the support of the Tor-
rey Pines, Carmel Valley, Tomey
Hils and Del Mar Mesa planning
boards, we decided 1o make the city,
not CaiTrang, the lead governmental
agency for putting together the envi-
ronmental analysis and the rest of
the project. The Freeway Conges-
tion Strike Team endorsed this
approach eartier this year, and an
environmental review will be under-
way soon. Additionally, our local
planning boards have agreed to con-

Funding remains the most difti-
cult hurdie. Following on the efforts
of the Freeway Congestion Strike
Team, SANDAG, which is respon-
sible for regional transportation
funding, has ranked the SR56 con-
nector ramps first and third in it
freeway to freeway connector study.
which ranks funding priority for
missing freeway connectors in San
Diego County. That puts us in 2
decent position to compete fol
scarce highway funds. Our efforts
may also get a big boost it Proposi-
tion 51 passes on the November bal-
lot. Proposition 51 will establish a
new trapsportation trust fund from
money from the existing sales tax on
motor vehicles. The measure specif-
ically calls out $£37 million for the
SR56 connector ramps.

1 wish that SR 56 had not been
planued and approved without the
connectors that wifl make it a com-
plete highway. However, city staff.
the community and my office are all
working diligently to get these free-
way improvements done as soon as

ssible. Ithank all those who have
ent their expertise to the value
analysis study and who are working
hard on impiementation,

On a different note, on Septem-
ber 30 1 was pleased to celebrate the
rernoval of the first utility pole in the
Det Mar Terrace undergrounding
program. The beginning of the pro-
ject marks the end of a long journey
which began in 1995 when residents
began a movement to underground
unsightly utility lines that blocked
views of Tommey Pines State Beach
and the Los Penasquitos Lagoon.
After finding that the neighborhoods
in their arca did not meet standards
for state andergrounding money, the
residents worked with the city o cre-
ate a sclf-assessment district to com-

lete (he undergrounding work.
en [ came into office two years
ago ! began working with city staff,
community members and the utility
companies 10 keep the project on
schedule. Kudos go out to Terrace
residents Nancy Maricovich, Wayne
Dunlap, Maura and Bob Harvey.
Kelly Coleman, and Christina
Dwaorsky for their perseverance and
hard work on this very importani
project.

one from southbound I-3 to east-
bound SR 56 and the other from
westbound SR 56 to northbound I-
5. The $137 million price tag was
staggering, so the city assembled a
“yalue amalysis” team to identify

tinue to support our implementatios
efforts, and we appreciate their help



