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Councilman’s Corner

SR56 connector update

By Scort Peters, District One City
Councilman
As most of you kpow, the
state budget situation is not pretty.
The budget deficit profections for
the 2004 fiscal year range from
$26 billion to $36 billion. Whatev-
er the actual number, there are dif-
ficult  deci-
sions on the
horizon  that
will affect vir-
taglly every
aspect of state
and local ser-
vices. Ome of
the  major
impacts will
be to trans-
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portation projects.  Still, there is
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some good news on highway pro-
jects near Carmel Valley, and 1
wanted to provide an update.

Through the mayor's Freeway
Congestion Strike Team, we have
been pressing Sacramento to keep
funded and on schedule those pro-
jects abready under construction,
so that we can continue to make
gains on increasing mobility for
the region. So far, the 13 / 1-805
merge widening project is still on
schedule for completion in 2007,
and SR56 is stif] on wack t© open
in July 2004, _

For Carmel Valley, it’s most
ymporsant that SR36 be built in its
entirety, with northbound connec-
tors to I-5. Thanks jo Congress-
man Duke Camningham, we've
been able to keep this effort on
irack as wel. Congressman Cun-

ningham provided a tremendous
service by putting forward a $1.5
million appropriation to fund the
preliminary engineering work nec-
essary {0 move important telecom-
munications lines along I3 tha
stand in the way of completion of
the nosthbound connector.

As many of you know, at the
time of the original SR56 design,
Caltrans asserted that teaffic pro-
jections showed 1o need for direct
connectors. However, the effect of
not having direct connector ramps
would fikely be cars leaving SR56
o roam through Carmel Valley

neighborhood streets to get 1o 13
from Det Mar Heights Road or

even Via dela Vaile. So as the city
started pushing for the completion
of 56, we’ve pushed Caltrans to
build the whole freeway, including
the ramps. As 1 have reported to
you in past columns, the city
assembled a “value analysis™ team
last year fo idenmtify any viable,
lower cost alternative to CalTrans’
$137 million option that would
meet the project’s needs, purpose
and functional requirernents. The
team included commumity mem-
bers, City, CalTrans, and
SANDAG staff, and met for 10
months. Their report recommend-
ed iniating the required enviromn-
menial review for making the
direct connections in three phases.
Phase I would be operational
improvements on I-5 and SR 36
from widening off and on ramps
where feasible. Phase I would
construct the proposed westbound
SR 56 1o northbound I-5 connector
and add auxiliary lanes on 15 from
Carmel Valley Road to Del Mar
Heights Road. Finally, Phase i

would construct the proposed
southbound I-5 to eastbound SR 56
conngector.

The city has begun the envi-
ronmental review required for this
project, which will ake two (0
three years, since it involves exten-
sive analysis and the ultimate
agreement of the state and federal
governments. Ope of the main
hurdies to building the auxiliary
lanes on I-5 that are part of Phase I
are the main telecommunication

_cables for San Diege County, now

buried adjacent to the east side of
the I-3 freeway. They would have
to be moved before auxiliary fanes
could be constructed. These tines
serve hundreds of thousands of
custorners and moving them will
not be easy or inexpensive. it has

heen estimated that moving these,

lines could cost anywhere from
$10 1o 320 million, and Congress-
man Cunningham’s assistance will
help us 10 nail down that number
and start the engineering work that
will inform how the project moves
forward.

I wish that SR 56 had been
originally planned and approved
with the connectors that will make
it a complete highway, The SR56
Steering Commitiee made up of
city staff, the community and my
office meet regularly to continue to
make sure that these freeway
improvements are done as soon as

.possible. Although the state is fac-

ing unprecedentad budget troubles,
our projects are still moving for-
ward, and we are getting much
needed assistance from our federal
representatives.  Thanks again to
Congressman  Cunningham, the
value analysis team and city staff
for afl their hard work on this pro-
jeet. T look forward to bringing
vou more updates in the future.



